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I have to thank Dr. V. Aellen, Curator at the Natural History 
Museum of Geneva for a small but interesting collection of Cave 
arachnids taken by himself and P. Strinati in three caves, near 
Lastoursville in the French Gaboons and near the Niari river in the 
French Middle-Congo, from August 4th to the 11th, 1957. 

In addition a specimen of the widespread Clubionid Heteropoda 
regia (from a house at Lastoursville) and one of the Amblypyge 
Titanodamon johnstoni (from the village of Pahu) are included. 

In general collections from caves often contain a fairly large 
proportion of small and immature forms making precise identifica- 
tion of the species a matter of difficulty. In one or two cases 
species included in the present list are based on immature indivi- 
duals and should not be accepted with certainty. 

The localities of the three caves are stated by Dr. Aellen to be 
as follows: 


1. Cave of N’Dumbu (= Cave 1). Situated at 1.7 km to the South- 
west of Lastoursville and East-south-east of the village of 
N’Dumbu, Gaboon. Collecting on 4.8.1957. 

2. Cave of Pahu (= Cave 2). Situated at 2 km East-south-east 
of Lastoursville, south of the village of Pahu, Gaboon. 

3. Cave of Kila-Tari. Situated at 8 km North-east of the ferry 
on the Niari river, 400 m East of the route to Le Briz at Mouvon- 
dzi, French Middle-Congo. 
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The distribution of the various species can best be set out in 
the following table. 


Amblypygi Uropygi Opiliones Araneae 
Cave of 
N’Dumbu Telema sp. 


Ctenus callosus 


Cave of Pahu Damon medius Schizomus Pyramidops Triaeris berlandi 


parvus aelleni Theridion rufipes 
Pardosa sp. 
Cave of 
Kila-Tari Telema sp. 
Smeringopus 
pallidus 


Ctenus dirus 
Ctenus callosus 


At Lastours- 
ville and Pahu 
(notin caves) Tuitanodamon Heteropoda 
Johnstoni regia 


Order Amblypygi 
FAMILY TARANTULIDAE 


Genus Tıranopamon Pocock 
Titanodamon johnstoni Pocock 


1 ¢ from Pahu, 2 km E.S.E. of Lastoursville (6.8.57). The 
modified hairs of the tarsus of leg I as in figs. 1, a hair with a 
slender style-like apex, alternating with one in which the apex is 
fairly short. 


Genus Damon C. L. Koch 
Damon medrus (Herbst) 


One half-grown specimen from Cave 2, South of the village of 
Pahu, near Lastoursville (6.8.57). The two types of modified hairs 
on the first tarsus are very similar to those of Tilanodamon johnstoni 
but more slender, the ramus of the hair not as robust as in this 
species. The hairs of both species differ markedly from those of 
Damon variegatus Perty, fig. 1, which are of only one type and 
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having the ramus at the side instead of passing directly through 
the middle of the membranous leaf-shaped portion of the hair. 





Mies ile 


Leaf-like sensory hairs on the tarsus of the first leg of African Amblypygi. 
a and c, two types of hairs, Titanodamon johnstoni; b and d, the same in Damon 
| medius; e, the single type of sensory hair in Damon variegatus (see text). 





Order Uropygi 





! FAMILY SCHIZOMIDAE 





Genus Scuizomus Cook 


Schizomus parvus (Hansen) 


4 mature or almost mature 9, with a total length of 4.3 mm 


from Cave 2, South of the village of Pahu, near Lastoursville 
(05.57). 


| 
| 
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Order Opiliones 


LANTATORES 
FAMILY PHALANGODIDAE 


Genus Pyramipors Loman 


Pyramidops aellent n. sp. Text-fig. 2, a-g. 


Type. 1 g from the Cave South of Pahu, 2 km E.S.E. of Las- 
toursville, French Gaboons, collected by P. Strinati and V. Aellen 
(6 Sao). 

Colour. In general resembling that of albimana Roewer, 
reddish-yellow or deep orange, the dorsal surface reticulated black; 
ventral surface in general orange, except at the sides and posteriorly ; 
legs reticulated with black, indistinctly annulated blackish at 
apices of segments (except tarsi); palpi faintly reticulated with 
black but all segments with a distinct black apical ring; chelicerae 
for the most part orange, only basal segment at dorsal apex dis- 
tinctly reticulate blackish. 

Dorsal surface. Ocular tubercle as in fig. 2b seen from the side, 
vertical and straight, not curved forward. Carapace at sides of 
ocular tubercle and anterior surface of tubercle with fairly numerous 
small granules, but area behind tubercle smooth except for a pair 
of round widely separated granules; areas with a background of 
small weak granules in 1 or 2 rows, the enlarged granules of each 
area very robust in comparison, triangular, sharply pointed, forming 
transverse rows as follows: I with O, II 4, III 3, IV 4, the posterior 
margin of scute with 7 or 8, none of these rows with the 2 median 
granules arranged in pairs, fig. 2a; free tergites I-III with 6-7, 
6 and 3, similar enlarged granules; lateral margin of scute with 
a single regular row of minute round granules, mesially to this row 
some other smaller ones, not forming a row, fig. 2a. 

Ventral surface. Coxa IV much enlarged, its antero-posterior 
length much exceeding that of the other three combined (a little 
more than 114 times); all coxae closely and uniformly covered 
with minute contiguous granules; sternites each with 2 rows of 
minute granules; no enlarged granules on ventral surface (1 or 


——— ŘaMaCaaHGaaa 


nt 


COLLECTION OF CAVERNICOLOUS ARACHNIDA 861 


2 rows of slightly enlarged granules in middle of coxa I). Penis 
as in figs. 2d, e; genital operculum as in fig. 2f. 





DG. 2, 


Pyramidops aelleni n. sp. 6. 


a, dorsal surface; b, dorsal scute and carapace from the side; c, apex of femur, 
patella and tibia of leg IV; d, apex of penis enlarged, ventral view; e, penis, 
ventral view; f, genital operculum; g, segment II of chelicerae from in front. 


Pedipalps. Trochanter with 1 ventral, 1 dorsal long spine; 
femur with 5 ventro-lateral spines, first, third and fifth long, inner 
apex with 2, the proximal long (twice as long as the other); patella 
ventrally with 0 outer, 2 inner, the distal twice as long as the other; 
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tibia on inner side with 3 long alternating with 3 short spines, outer 
side with 3 long followed by an apical short spine; tarsus with 3 long 
spines on each side. 

Chelicerae. Segment I quite smooth, II with a few moderate 
granules on anterior surface, fig. 2g. 

Secondary sexual characters situated on leg IV, leg II quite 
normal; patellae of III and IV inflated and rounded; trochanter IV 
with a superior and posterior spine, both near apex of segment; 
femur normal except for a small but distinct pointed dorso-apical 
spine, patella with a similar but smaller spine; tibia coarsely 
granular (much more so than femur) and with a row of 8 equally 
spaced, conspicuous, round granules on its ventro-interior surface; 
metatarsus with some enlarged granules along its length (smaller 
than those of tibia) but considerably larger than any on the femur. 
Tarsal segments 4: 10-12: 5: 6. 

Dimensions. Total length without chelicerae 4.1; including 
chelicerae 5 mm. 

In my key of 1957, p. 159, the species falls in the albtmana, 
congonis, venator group, resembling albimana Roewer in its colouring 
(1927, p. 281), congonis Roewer (1949, p. 38, fig. 64a-e) in femur IV 
ending dorsally in a tooth-like spine; it does not however have any 
enlarged teeth on the dorsal scute opposite coxa IV as in congonis 
and differs from both species in not having a row of enlarged 
granules or teeth on the femur but on the tibia only. 

I have pleasure in dedicating this species to Dr. V. Aellen, the 
eminent Curator of Vertebrates at the Natural History Museum, 
Geneva. 


Order Araneae 
FAMILY LEPTONETIDAE 


Genus TELEMA E. Simon 


2 immature specimens from Cave 1, 1.7 km S.W. of Lastours- 
ville, E.S.E. of the village of N’Dumbu, Gaboon (4.8.1957). 

These incomplete and immature specimens belong either to the 
above genus or to one near it. A brief diagnosis can be made as 
follows: 
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Eyes absent; carapace much longer than wide, cephalic portion 
narrower, its anterior margin rounded, posterior margin straight, 
truncate. Labium bluntly triangular, considerably longer than 
wide but reaching beyond the middle of the maxillae which are 
directed strongly inwards (at an angle of + 45°). 

Chelicerae stout but more pointed than in Theotima and Speo- 
cera (ci. BERLAND 1914, figs. 89, 94, pp. 88, 92), a large triangular 
tooth at the inner angle of chelicera, between this and the base 
of the fang 6 much smaller teeth (as in Theotima, loc. cit.). Claws 
of leg IV with about 6 pectinate teeth, femur IV with regular rows 
of setae, the ventral row with 7-8 long, curved, equally spaced 
setae, more conspicuous than the rest. 

Two further immature specimens from the Cave at Kila-Tari, 
8 km N.E. of the ferry on the Niari river, 400 m East of the route 
between Le Briz and Mouyondzi, French Middle-Congo (14.8.57), 
by the same collectors. 


FAMILY OONOPIDAE 


Genus TrIAERIS E. Simon 
Triaerts berlandi Lawrence 


1 9 from Cave 2 at Pahu, 2 km E.S.E. of Lastoursville (6.8.1957). 
The specimen differs only from that described from near Thysville, 
Belgian Congo (LAWRENCE 1952, p. 5, fig. 3) in the dorsal scute 
being larger, covering the whole abdomen, though the shape is 
similar to that of T. berlandi. The specimen is not perhaps quite 
normal as the eyes of the one side of the ocular area are obliterated, 
leaving only three, the two laterals of one side and a median. 


FAMILY PHOLCIDAE 


Genus SMERINGOPUS ÈE. Simon 
Smeringopus pallidus Blackwall 


9 specimens appear from their colouring and ocular arrangement 
to belong to this species, of which Kraus (1957, 219) regards 
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elongatus to be a synonym. Unfortunately no mature specimens 
of either sex are included in this material which came from the 
cave at Kila-Tari (11.8.1957). 


FAMILY THERIDIIDAE 


Genus THERIDION Walck. 
Theridion rufipes Lucas 


1 9, from Cave 2 at Pahu, 2 km E.S.E. of Uactoumevme 
(6.8.1957). 


FAMILY CLUBIONIDAE 


Genus Crenus Walck. 
Ctenus dirus Thorell 


2 29 from the cave at Kila-Tari (11.8.1957). 

These extremely large spiders, by far the largest of the cave- 
living arachnids found by the collectors at Lastoursville, were 
previously recorded by me (1952, p. 17) from three caves near 
Thysville in the Belgian Congo. 


Ctenus callosus des Arts 


2 immature specimens, 8 mm in total length, which appear from 
the key given by pes Arts (1912, p. 184) to belong to or near 
this species, were taken in the cave at Kila-Tari (11.8.1957); 7 much 
smaller specimens, about 4 mm in total length, were captured in 
cave 1 at N’Dumbu, 1.7 km S.W. of Lastoursville (4.8.1957); 
2 further specimens of the same size as the latter were also found 
in the cave at Kila-Tari, together with the specimens of Smerin- 
gopus pallidus (11.8.1957). 


Genus HETEROPODA Latr. 
Heteropoda regia Fabr. 


1 mature Ẹ from a house at Lastoursville (3.8.1957). 





— 


f 
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FAMILY LYCOSIDAE 


Genus Parposa C. Koch 


Pardosa sp. 


1 9 taken from Cave 2 at Pahu, 2 km E.S.E. of Lastoursville 
(1957). 

Though apparently belonging to the group injucunda, proximella, 
naevia (see DE LEssERT, 1915, p. 69), this species does not seem 
to agree with any of them, though the vulva 
(fig. 3) is of the same general type as that E n n 
of P. injucunda (Cambridge). n 

Colour. Carapace blackish-brown with 
some vague round lighter dots, sternum and 
coxae yellow without markings (sternum 
a little darker, orange). Abdomen above 
almost entirely black, with 4 large, rather 
irregularly shaped but conspicuous yellow- 
white spots, forming a quadrangle twice as 
wide behind as in front, the posterior pair much larger, the ante- 
rior pair longer than wide, more or less comma-shaped; behind the 
anterior and much nearer to them than to the posterior pair, two 
smaller and less distinct dots of irregular shape; between the large 
posterior pair a longitudinal row of 4 much smaller brownish dots, 
the anterior of these paired; above the spinners a pair of distinct 
whitish round dots a little further apart than the width of the 
spinners. Ventral surface confusedly yellow brown except late- 
rally to the spinners which is blackish as on the dorsal surface. 

Femora of legs yellow, with 3 very conspicuous blackish-brown 
annulations, the apical twice as wide as the middle, the middle 
twice as wide as the basal; tibiae with broad apical and basal 
blackish bands, a narrow yellow band between; metatarsi with 
apical, middle and basal blackish bands (less definite than in 
promixal segments), tarsi without. 

Carapace more or less oval, considerably longer than its greatest 
width. 

Dimensions. Carapace 2.9; abdomen (detached) 2 mm. 





RICH: 


Vulva. 
Pardosa sp. 8 
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Two species have been described from the western region of 
tropical Africa, P. praepes Simon (1886), which the same author 
(1897, p. 360) mentions as the only species known to him from 
West Africa, while Banks (1894, p. 583) described a species from 
the Congo and Sierre Leone, P. valida. The descriptions of neither 
of these species fit the form in question. 
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